24th Annual Mid-C Seminar
Virtual • Jul. 12 - Jul. 13, 2021

Progress and Challenges in the Western Energy Markets

The 24th Annual Mid-C Seminar, a virtual program will be focusing on progress and challenges in the
western energy markets. Experts from the energy industry will be speaking at the seminar.

SPEAKERS

Bio
The Honorable Allison Clements,
Commissioner, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)

Commissioner Allison Clements has two decades of public and private sector experience in energy regulation and
policy, representing utilities, independent power producers, developers and lenders, nonprofits and philanthropies
on grid policy issues. Commissioner Clements is the founder and president of Goodgrid, LLC, an energy policy
and strategy consulting firm. Previously she spent two years as director of the energy markets program at Energy
Foundation. Prior to her time at Energy Foundation and Goodgrid, Commissioner Clements worked for a decade at
Natural Resources Defense Council in New York, NY, as the organization’s corporate counsel and then as director
of the Sustainable FERC Project. Before that, Commissioner Clements spent several years in private legal practice,
with the energy regulatory group at Troutman Sanders LLP (now Troutman Pepper) and then with the project
finance and infrastructure group at Chadbourne & Parke LLP (now Norton Rose Fulbright).
Commissioner Clements has served as a federal energy expert in several capacities, including as a member of a
National Academies of Sciences committee on grid resilience, as co-chair of the Bipartisan Policy Center’s electric
grid initiative, and as a clinical visiting lecturer at Yale Law School.
Commissioner Clements grew up in Dayton, Ohio. She has a Bachelor of Science from the University of Michigan
and a Juris Doctorate from The George Washington University Law School.

Amy Gasca, Managing Editor,

North American-European Power,
S&P Global Platts

Ms. Amy Gasca, S&P Global Managing Editor Power Pricing, Adjunct Professor and Author, previously President
and CEO of CGA Energy Corporation providing Consulting within the energy industry since 2005, prior to founding
her own Consulting Energy firm, Ms. Gasca has held various management roles with energy companies such as
BP and Shell among others. As a leader within the oil, electricity and natural gas markets, Ms. Gasca has been
a pioneer and leader providing guidance to multiple market participants and energy organizations including Public
Utility Commissions, utilities, wholesale and retail suppliers and consumer groups.
Ms. Gasca has led a career focused in areas such as Power Pricing, Risk Management, Operations, Wholesale and
Retail Electricity markets for conventional Electricity and Alternatives (Renewables, RECs and Hydrogen), Energy
Transition and ESG across North America.
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Chris Hyde, Director, Meteorologist,
Maxar

Christopher Hyde is the Sales Director for WeatherDesk and Meteorologist at Maxar (formerly MDA and Radiant
Solutions). Mr. Hyde has been employed with Maxar for twenty-three years. Mr. Hyde heads the global
WeatherDesk sales group that focuses on energy and agricultural markets by letting current clients know about
new products and finding perspective energy and agricultural customers. Many customers that Chris signed up
in the late 1990s are still with Maxar today. Recently, Chris started managing Maxar’s Earth intelligence products
sales group focused on the oil, gas and utility markets. Mr. Hyde is invited to speak at energy conferences and
routinely speaks to energy groups, worldwide, 15-20 times a year.
Chris Hyde received his BS in Meteorology from The Pennsylvania State University in 1998. From 2015-2020,
Chris was on the Board of Directors for WRMA (Weather Risk Management Association). Mr. Hyde has training in
radio and television communication as well.

Ben Perry, Team Lead, TESLA, Inc.

Ben Perry is the Forecasting Team Lead at TESLA, Inc. responsible for managing Tesla’s team of forecasting
analysts. He is the primary analyst for clients in the western United States and Mexico. This includes delivering
and monitoring forecasts for wholesale markets such as MEM and CAISO as well as various bespoke clients in
the Midwest. Ben completed both his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees in Economics at Virginia Tech
graduating in 2014. He joined TESLA, Inc. that same year and served as the primary Forecasting Analyst for the
RTOs in North America for almost three years before specializing in the above regions.
He is interested in the impact of variable renewable energy sources, such as embedded solar, on forecasting
peaks as well as the expansion of wholesale power markets in the West.

Elliot Mainzer, CEO,

California Independent System Operator

Elliot Mainzer is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the California Independent System Operator (ISO).
The ISO is responsible for managing the flow of electricity that serves 80 percent of California and a small portion
of Nevada. The CAISO also runs a real-time energy market for utilities in eight western US states and conducts
reliability coordinator services for most balancing authorities in the West.
Mr. Mainzer is committed to using leading-edge policies and new technologies to accelerate California’s drive
towards the reliable decarbonization of its electric power grid. He started in his new role at the ISO on September
30, 2020 following a successful 18-year career at the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) where he was at the
forefront of transformational changes in the western electricity market.
While serving as BPA’s administrator and CEO from 2013-2020, Mr. Mainzer effectively navigated the agency
through a period of tremendous industry change and economic headwinds by improving the agency’s long-term
cost competitiveness and financial resiliency, modernizing assets and system operations, and positioning BPA as
a more responsive and agile business partner.
In recent years, Mr. Mainzer has co-chaired the Western Electric Industry Leaders Group to support greater
western market and policy coordination on such topics as resource adequacy, transmission development, and
carbon accounting. He has also served as the Chair of the U.S. Entity for the Columbia River Treaty with Canada
and on the boards of the Electric Power Research Institute, and the Utility Wind Integration Group.
A native of San Francisco, Mr. Mainzer has an undergraduate degree in geography from U.C. Berkeley, and
master’s degrees in Business Administration and Environmental Studies from Yale University. Mainzer and his wife
Margaret have twin boys. He is also an amateur jazz saxophonist and dedicated student of jazz theory and history.
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Scott Corwin, Northwest Public
Power Association

Scott Corwin is Executive Director of the Northwest Public Power Association, which provides education, training,
communications, government relations, and other value-added services to over 150 utility members in nine
western states and British Columbia. Previously, he was the Executive Director of the Public Power Council (PPC)
for twelve years. Scott has also worked for PNGC Power, Portland General Electric, the Speaker’s Office of the
Oregon House of Representatives, and in various positions with the United States Senate in Washington, D.C.,
including Legal Counsel to Senator Mark O. Hatfield and staff to the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee.
He also worked for a law firm specializing in tax legislation.
Scott has been a frequent expert witness before Congress, and has been on numerous industry task forces, and
charitable and community boards. He serves on national advisory committees to the American Public Power
Association and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. Scott graduated from Dartmouth College, has
a law degree from the University of Washington, and is a member of the Oregon Bar Association and the District of
Columbia Bar Association.

Debra Smith, CEO,
Seattle City Light

Debra Smith is the General Manager and CEO of Seattle City Light, one of the nation’s largest community-owned
electric utilities. City Light serves more than 480,000 meters and 955,000 people across Seattle and parts of
eight adjacent franchise cities, and unincorporated King County. Debra believes strongly in the value of teamwork,
partnerships, and collaboration. As a public employee, she prioritizes customer needs while acknowledging that
great customer service starts with engaged and committed employees. Under her leadership, City Light is focused
on electrification, equity and creating customer value. Previously, Debra served as Central Lincoln PUD’s General
Manager from July 2013 to October 2018. She brought 17 years of experience to that role from the Eugene Water
and Electric Board, where she held a variety of positions, including Assistant General Manager.
Debra earned a Bachelor of Science in Finance from Arizona State University and is a Senior Fellow with the
American Leadership Forum of Oregon. She served as the first Chairwoman of the Public Power Council and is
currently the Vice Chair of Long-Range Planning. Debra also serves on the board of the Pacific Northwest Utilities
Conference Committee.
Debra and her husband Dale have raised three sons and two daughters. They love city life and look forward to
being part of downtown Seattle’s post-pandemic recovery. They also have a home in Eugene, Oregon and enjoy
travel, time with friends and family and hanging out with their five-year old grandson Oliver.

Steve Wright, CEO, Chelan PUD

Steve Wright was named General Manager of Public Utility District No. 1 of Chelan County (Chelan PUD) by the
Board of Commissioners in September 2013.He graduated from the University of Oregon with a degree in public
administration. Steve began his professional career at the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) in the energy
conservation division in 1981. He held a number of positions within BPA including the last 12 years as
Administrator/CEO. BPA provides roughly one-third the electricity and 70% of the high voltage transmission in the
Pacific Northwest.
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Joel Cook, COO,

Bonneville Power Administration

Joel Cook was named chief operating officer in April 2021. He is responsible for Power Services; Transmission
Services; Environment, Fish and Wildlife; Customer Support Services; and the Business Transformation Office.
Cook’s focus as COO is to sustain BPA’s focus on competitiveness, grid modernization and customer responsiveness as the agency approaches negotiations for new, long-term wholesale power contracts with its 142 northwest
electric utility customers.
Cook has spent his entire career in the energy and electric utility industry. He joined BPA in 2017 as the senior
vice president of Power Services. Previously, he served as the vice president of Retail Marketing and Western
Trading at Talen Energy in Allentown, Pennsylvania. At Talen, one of the largest independent power producers in
the United States, Cook oversaw western marketing and trading operations; eastern competitive retail electric and
natural gas marketing; and 13 mechanical engineering and construction companies. He began his career in the
energy and electric utility industry with Montana Power Company.
Cook has over 30 years’ experience in wholesale and retail energy commodity sales, marketing, trading, supply,
operations and risk management. His commodity expertise includes electric, natural gas, coal, renewable energy,
oil, petroleum products and nuclear fuel.
Cook has a Master in Business Administration with a concentration in finance from the University of Montana, and
a Bachelor of Science in petroleum engineering from the Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology.
Cook is married, has two daughters, and enjoys hunting and other outdoor activities.

Scott Miller, CEO, Western Power
Trading Forum

Scott Miller became the Executive Director on July 1, 2018. WPTF is a broad-based organization with over
90-member companies, dedicating to encouraging competition in Western states electric markets. Scott comes to
this position from a background that has been dedicated to competitive electric and natural gas markets.
Prior to coming to WPTF, Scott was the Senior Market Advisor in the Policy Office at the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) from 2008-2017. He was responsible for advising the Commission and staff on electric and
natural gas markets.
• Scott worked as Vice President for Regulatory Affairs at Constellation Energy from 2006-2008.
• From 2002-2006 Scott was Executive Director for Market Development at PJM and later in charge of relations
with the 14 states within the PJM area.
• From 2000-2002 Scott was Executive Director of the Energy Markets Division at FERC where he oversaw the
FERC staff’s first investigation into the Western Energy Crisis in 2000. Scott also directed staff investigation into
the Cost-Benefit Study on participation in RTOs.
• Scott worked for US Generating Company and its successor, PG&E National Energy Group from 1994-2000, first
as Assistant to the President & CEO and later as Director of Market Policy where he coordinated NEG policy on ISO
and RTO formation across the US.
Scott began his career in Foreign Policy and National Security working at the US Department of State on Arms
Control and Security Assistance. Scott has a BA in History from Columbia University and an MA in Security Policy
Studies from George Washington University.
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Clare Breidenich, Chair, Carbon and
Clean Energy Committee, WPTF

Clare Breidenich is an independent consultant with nearly 25 years’ experience on carbon policy, markets, and
regulation. Clare serves as Director of the Carbon and Clean Energy Committee for the Western Power Trading
Forum (WPTF). In this role, Clare has been actively involved in the development of California’s cap and trade
program since its inception. Clare also leads WPTF’s advocacy on carbon and clean energy legislation and
regulation in Oregon and Washington. Prior to joining WPTF, Clare worked on international climate issues at the
United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of State. In the latter role, she coordinated
interagency policy development and served as lead negotiator on matters related to country reporting and review
processes, accounting of emissions and emission allowances, and land-use change and forestry. She also spent
several years at the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Secretariat, where she managed
the greenhouse gas inventory reporting and review program for developed countries, contributed to the
development of the international emissions trading tracking system, and facilitated negotiations of the Parties to
the Convention.
Clare has extensive knowledge of the technical and policy options for greenhouse gas mitigation, including market
mechanisms, and methodologies for accounting of greenhouse gas emissions and reductions. She has served on
the Washington Governor’s Climate Action Team, the Washington Carbon and Electricity Markets Workgroup and
on a National Academy of Sciences’ Committee on monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions. Clare is a graduate of
the University of Michigan and has a Master’s of Public Affairs and a Master’s of Science in Environmental Science
from Indiana University School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

Morris Greenberg, Senior Manager –

Mr. Greenberg is a Senior Manager in the Low Carbon Electricity team at Platts Analytics. In that role he
develops and runs resource planning models for the US and Europe to support Platts electricity forecasts and
project consulting. He also covers Western Interconnect power markets for the North American power team.
He has been following power markets for over 20 years at Platts and prior to that at PIRA Energy. Mr. Greenberg
holds degrees in economics from the University of Pennsylvania and Temple University.

Roman Kramarchuk, Head Future

Specialties: Analysis and forecasting of existing and potential environmental markets for emissions and/or
renewables. Assessment of the fundamentals driving clean energy decisions and the implications of regulatory
and policy developments, in the U.S., Canada, the EU and globally.

N. America Power Analytics,
S&P Global Platts

Energy Analytics, S&P Global Platts
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Ken Peterson, Retired, Chair of the
Board of BC Hydro, CEO of Powerex

Ken Peterson has been an active participant in the electric industry in North America for over 40 years. He began
his career with BC Hydro in the late 1970s working on the Peace River Site C hydroelectric project. An economist
by training, Ken was instrumental in some of the innovative work done by BC Hydro in DSM – the Power Smart
Program – and in the establishment of Powerex which he later led as CEO for 10 years.
After retiring from Powerex Ken joined the North American Electric Reliability Corporation as a Trustee applying his
knowledge of the electric industry in the West, including his involvement with the WSCC and its successor WECC.
When the Government changed in BC in July 2017, the incoming Premier asked Ken to Chair the Board of BC
Hydro. Ken recently retired from the BC Hydro Board.

Branden Sudduth, Vice President,
Reliability Planning and
Performance Analysis, WECC

Branden Sudduth, Vice President of Reliability Planning and Performance Analysis, is responsible for WECC’s
technical and analysis functions, including Reliability Planning and Assessments, Standards Development,
Performance Analysis, Event Analysis, and Situation Awareness.
In his previous role as Director of Reliability Risk Management, Branden provided leadership and strategic
direction for the Performance Analysis and Event Analysis/Situation Awareness departments and was responsible
for supporting several industry stakeholder efforts through WECC’s Operating and Market Interface Committees.
Branden holds a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering from Brigham Young University, a Master of
Engineering degree in electrical engineering from the University of Idaho, and an MBA from
Weber State University.

Gregg Carrington, COO,
Northwest Power Pool

Gregg brings over 37 years experience in the electric utility industry. Gregg is currently the Chief Operating
Officer for the Northwest Power Pool. The Northwest Power Pool Corporation, the non-profit that helps coordinate
electric grid operations for the Northwestern United States and Western Canada. As COO, Gregg supports regional
program development activities, including the Northwest Power Pool’s development of a regional Resource
Adequacy program, as well as day-to-day functions of the NWPP, including system operations and the NWPP’s
implementation of contingency reserve and western frequency reserve sharing programs.
Formerly, Gregg was the Managing Director of Energy Resources at Chelan Public Utility District. Highlights from
his career include directing energy planning and trading, energy conservation, regulatory and government affairs,
environmental resources, engineering, and licensing and compliance. Gregg holds a bachelor and masters degree
in Engineering from Clarkson University.

Frank Afrangi, CEO,
Northwest Power Pool

Frank Afranji is President of the Northwest Power Pool where he is responsible for the management and
coordination of various programs and services provided by the Power Pool.
Prior to joining NWPP Afranji served as Director of Transmission and Reliability Services for Portland General
Electric where he was responsible for various aspects of the gas and electric transmission system including
capacity sales, contract administration, transmission scheduling, high voltage regional transmission planning,
industry restructuring and Balancing Area activities. Afranji served on and chaired a variety of WECC and
NERC committees.
Afranji earned Bachelor and Master degrees in engineering at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Illinois
and Master of Business Administration from Portland State University.
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Cliff Rose, Product Manager,
Yes Energy

Gary Ivory, CEO,
Douglas County PUD

Paul Dietz, Manager, Enterprise Risk
Management, Grant County PUD

Cliff Rose is a Product Manager at Yes Energy focused on building products to help wholesale power market
participants use data to make better decisions. He has ten years of experience helping companies navigate power
markets in both a consulting, and software development capacity. Outside of work you can find Cliff engaging in
stereotypical Colorado activities such as skiing, running and biking.

Gary Ivory has an Accounting Degree and an MBA from WSU. He worked for the Washington State Auditor’s Office
before joining Douglas PUD in 1997. He worked as the District’s Chief Accountant, Auditor and Treasurer before
being named General Manager in July 2017. He has held leadership roles in the community with the Bridgeport
School Board and Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Paul Dietz serves as Grant County Public Utility District’s Manager of Enterprise Risk Management. He has
extensive analytical experience with generation development including wind and solar development in the
Midwest, its effects on nodal congestion, and power grid integration. He is applying this experience to help Grant
PUD manage its transition into a radically changing power utility environment. Paul holds Master’s degrees in
Economics, Finance, and Computer Science. He has worked in various quantitative roles at several utilities
including Westar Energy (now Evergy) and Xcel Energy.
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Jason Thackston

Senior Vice President Resources, Avista
Energy plan

Jason Thackston is Senior Vice President of Energy Resources and Environmental Compliance Officer for Avista.
He is responsible for overseeing the utility’s environmental affairs, gas supply, and electric supply and
generation operations. He joined the company in 1996 and has held leadership positions in customer solutions,
energy delivery, finance, risk management, investor relations, and corporate development.
Jason serves on the board of trustees of Whitworth University as well as on the boards of Association of
Washington Business, Independent Colleges of Washington, Pacific Northwest Utilities Conference Committee,
Spokane County United Way, and Health Sciences and Services Authority of Spokane County.

Dave Warren
The Warren Group, LLC

Aiman El-Ramly, Chief Business
Officer, ZE PowerGroup Inc.

Dave is the Principal of The Warren Group, a lobbying and consulting firm based in Olympia, WA serving clients in
the electric and clean energy sectors, including Klickitat and Douglas PUDs, Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners,
Renewable Hydrogen Alliance, and Silfab Solar. He holds Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Civil and
Environmental Engineering and is licensed as a Professional Engineer in Washington State and New Mexico.

Aiman El-Ramly, MBA, CMC, Chief Business Officer, ZE PowerGroup has been an active member of the energy
and commodities industries for 30 years. Aiman has significant understanding of what is needed for corporations
to run effectively in complex global markets. ZE PowerGroup is the developer of the ZEMA™ enterprise software
for data management. Aiman and his team have been recently expanding ZEMA’s capability to include advanced
analytics and machine learning in resolving key industry challenges in trade, risk and operations. He is a frequent
presenter, and market expert, in data and data analytics.
Aiman is also the Chief Operating Officer for ZE Power Engineering, ZE’s engineering design firm for utilities.
Aiman holds an MBA from Royal Roads University and a BA in Psychology from the University of British Columbia.

